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The Tapas Travels Guide Book 
for Parents and Teachers
When we set out to create Tapas Travels, we wanted the learning to be fun, 
creative and meaningful.
The stories and songs are immersed in the culture and life of Spain through 
characters and settings that take children on a language learning journey as 
each of the characters make their way to Restaurant Sesame to cook, work, 
have adventures and fun. 
Presently all people involved in creating Tapas Travels are living in Spain 
and we wanted to share the many aspects of the Spanish culture with our 
readers: the healthy Mediterranean diet, the music, art and vitality of this 
very special country.
Tapas Travels introduces children to Spain and the Spanish language in 
a lively way through meaningful stories, songs, rhymes, cooking, suggested 
activities and role play… 
Bienvenidos and Welcome!
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How to use Tapas Travels effectively

Before using Tapas Travels 
We suggest that before you start to use Tapas Travels you set the scene for 
Spanish learning.

Term 1: Section 1
• Set up a Travel Agency role play area in advance.
• The maps in the books and this guide can be printed off for displays.

Term 2: Section 2
• Set up a Spanish mercado role play shopping area in advance.

Term 3: Section 3
• Set up a Spanish restaurant role play area in advance.

Also prepare your puppets 
Teachers/children can use the character cut-outs from our website or make 
their own and share them with us on our Facebook page. We would love to see 
them!

Using the recordings and the books on CD1
All stories are recorded on audio CD1.  Have a listen before you use with the 
children.
Before each story starts the theme song ‘Restaurante Sesame’ brings the 
stories to life ... Get the children on their feet doing some Spanish dancing 
before it begins!

Step 1: Introduction
Café Conchita Leche is the narrator for all the stories. She will give a short 
introduction and guide you to turn the pages when you hear the shake of the 
maraca.

Step 2: The story
The story will begin.
Discuss the story when it has ended - do not play the song yet!

Step 3: The song
Next Señorita Sangría and Jorge Jamón are going say a rhyme to encourage 
you to listen and sing along with the song.
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Carlos Chorizo will also say a rhyme on the audio to encourage everyone to 
get up and make their own dance moves to the song.
Encourage children to play percussion instruments along to the song so they 
have the opportunity to explore the rhythm and beat of the song as they move. 
It will also make them feel more confident.

Step 4: Creative activities
When the song is complete there is a rhyme on the audio from Pilar Paella, 
Hugo Helado and the twins to encourage you to go to the Tapas Travels 
Guide Book for Parents and Teachers and embark on the many cross 
curricular activities that are on offer.
As children are engaged in the many activities, play the Spanish songs on CD2 
in the background.
Give us your feedback. Take photos of all these great activities and share on 
our Tapas Travels Facebook page!
We suggest a story every two weeks, which will provide opportunities for 
independent parent/teacher reading and encourage lots of fun with the 
Spanish learning!

Festivals 
Throughout the year there are many different Spanish festivals to celebrate 
(see page 36 for a full list of these festivals). Try having some fiestas at these 
special times!

Research ideas
We suggest considering the research ideas listed alongside the synopsis of the 
stories in this guide.
Use these ideas to make PowerPoint presentations or for the children to make 
books for their own Spanish library!
Enjoy learning Spanish together!
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Pedagogy Informing Tapas Travels
Tapas Travels is a unique language 
learning resource for young children. 
Tapas Travels promotes higher 
level thinking skills and helps parents 
and practitioners work towards 
meeting the ‘One plus two approach’ 
for learning languages.

Cross Curricular Links
Centred around a high level of 
creative activities for young children 
which builds cross-curricular 
links into four sets of curriculum 
guidelines:
• The National Curriculum 

Guidelines
• The Open Minds Curriculum (RSA)
• The Curriculum for Excellence 

(Scotland)
• The Early Learning Goals EYFS

Higher Level Thinking Skills
Many language resources work on 
children remembering new language 
through recall. Tapas Travels 
goes deeper in that it gives children 
opportunities to apply what they 
have learned by using new language 
in many different ways, giving them a 
greater understanding.
This helps develop higher level 
thinking skills by giving young 
children opportunities to ‘play’ with 
language, to analyze, evaluate and 
most importantly create, using what 
they have learned.

REMEMBERING

UNDERSTANDING

APPLYING

ANALYSING

EVALUATING

CREATING

Recalling relevant knowledge 
from long term memory

Making sense of what you have 
learnt

Using the knowledge gained in new 
ways

Breaking the concept into parts and understanding 
how each part is related to one another

Making judgements based on a set of guidelines

Putting information together in an innovative way
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Tapas Travels allows the teacher 
to create and sustain a learning 
environment where Spanish can 
flourish through teaching that is 
highly responsive, creative and 
intuitive to children.
To bring the learning to life we 
thought very carefully about the style 
of the resource and maximizing it’s 
appeal to children. 
Contextualising learning has always 
proved to be an effective mode of 
learning, as it allows for connections 
to be made and for the learning to go 
deeper.
With Tapas Travels, our aim is 
to create a world where Spanish 
learning is contextualized and can be 
constantly revisited.

Stories, songs and activities 
constantly tap into all learning styles:
• Visually through the larger than 

life characters and stories 
• Auditorially and musically through 

the stories, songs and rhymes 
• Kinaesthetically through the 

actions for the songs
• Logically through the continuous 

sequence of the Tapas Travels 
programme 

• Emotionally through suggested 
activities and role play which can 
be created within the classroom 
and at home.

Cognitive Development research has 
shown that being exposed to another 
language before the age of 7 when the 
brain has the greatest plasticity can 
have significant benefits including 
improved reading ability and general 
literacy in the first language.  It can 
also have positive effects on memory, 
listening, planning and multitasking 
skills.



6 Tapas Travels © LCP 2016. 
Copies may be made within the purchasing institution only. Not for resale.

The Tapas Travels Guide Book For Parents and Teachers

Meeting the Needs of Learning a Second Language 

The Stages Of Learning

Stage 1
To address the the silent stage of 
learning a language (visual, auditory 
and musical learning) children have 
the opportunity to read and listen 
to the Tapas Travels stories and 
songs, constantly listening to Spanish 
language within a creative context.
We have highlighted all Spanish 
words and phrases in red in the 
stories (visually they will stand out), 
reinforcing them again in Translation 
Time and repeating them once again 
through the songs and actions.

In Translation Time we have 
translated the word as it appears 
in the story and song for unity and 
simplicity.

We have also indicated if the word is 
masculine m /feminine f / masculine 
plural mpl/ feminine plural fpl or 
an adjective adj in Translation Time 

at the end of the story so children are 
aware of simple Spanish grammar.
In the text we have also correctly put 
appropriate grammar symbols such 
as the upside down question mark or 
exclamation mark at the beginning 
of the sentence and all the accents on 
top of the letters.
This is to make children aware 
that these symbols exist in Spanish 
grammar.

Stage 2 
Secondly as children become more 
confident to experiment with the 
language, they start to use the new 
language they have heard. They begin 
to connect the words with actions 
and body gestures (kinaesthetic 
learning comes into play). All songs 
give children the opportunity to create 
corresponding actions and dance 
moves to the words of the songs. 
Stories, songs and follow up activities 
take on a consistent sequence, 
making the child feel secure. This 
very much suits the logical learner.

Stage 3
Finally, children begin to use words 
and phrases that are important to 
them as they are given opportunities 
through role play and open ended 
creative activities. (These are 
outlined later in the Cross-curricular 
Activities.) This very much connects 
with the emotional learner.
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Guide to the Characters

When creating the characters for the Tapas Travels Resource Pack 
we carefully considered their appearance and qualities. The characters are 
designed to appeal to children, encouraging them to identify with one or more 
of them and to be motivated to create scenarios and activities with them.
To show the construct of each character and the educational value behind 
each one within the resource pack, we have highlighted what each character 
promotes through four sets of curriculum guidelines for young learners.
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Café Conchita Leche

This character is a large cup and 
saucer – an older Spanish Señora. 
She loves to tell stories from Spain 
and other cultures and is the 
storyteller/narrator. 
Conchita is a bit of a know-it-all, who 
is forever informing the others. 
She loves to access information from 
books and encourages the children to 
discover information in this way. 

She promotes:
English, Geography and History
• Successful learners
• Confident learners
• Responsive citizens
• Effective contributors

• Competencies for learning
• Competencies for citizenship
• Competencies for relating to people
• Competencies for managing people

Early Years Foundation Stage; 
Communication and Language 
• ELG 1 Listening and attention   
• ELG 2 Understanding
• ELG 3 Speaking
Early Years Foundation Stage; 
Understanding the World 
• ELG 13 People and communities 
• ELG 14 The world
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Carlos Chorizo

A piece of hot, spicy chorizo sausage 
who is full of energy and loves to be 
physical. He is an active character, 
looks after himself and loves to learn 
by action. 
Carlos also loves the outside world 
and nature, having been a mountain 
guide, and encourages children to 
have an interest in their well-being. 
He encourages actions and dance in 
the songs.

He promotes:
Physical Education

• Successful learners
• Confident learners
• Responsive citizens
• Effective contributors

• Competencies for learning
• Competencies for citizenship
• Competencies for relating to people
• Competencies for managing people

Early Years Foundation Stage; 
Physical development
• ELG 04 Moving and handling
• ELG05 Health and self-care



10 Tapas Travels © LCP 2016. 
Copies may be made within the purchasing institution only. Not for resale.

The Tapas Travels Guide Book For Parents and Teachers

Hugo Helado

Hugo Helado is our creative 
character – a very artistic ice cream, 
complete with paints and palette. 
Hugo helps create new menus, 
recipes and decoration in the 
restaurant, encouraging children to 
do the same. 
He explores the arts through visits to 
galleries, museums, concerts, his own 
exhibitions and meeting with other 
artists and musicians.

He promotes:
Art and Design
• Successful learners
• Confident learners
• Responsive citizens
• Effective contributors
• Competencies for learning
• Competencies for citizenship
• Competencies for relating to people
• Competencies for managing people
Early Years Foundation Stage; 
Communication and Language 
• ELG 1 Listening and attention   
• ELG 2 Understanding
• ELG 3 Speaking 
Early Years Foundation Stage; 
Expressive Art and Design
• ELG 16 Exploring and using media 

and materials  
• ELG 17 Being imaginative   
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Jorge Jamón

A matador whose character is based 
around a piece of Jamón Serrano. His 
character loves to impress Señorita 
Sangría and thus looks after himself 
with healthy eating. 
Together with Señorita Sangría he 
sings the songs of Tapas Travels.

He promotes: 
Citizenship and Music

• Successful learners
• Confident learners
• Responsive citizens
• Effective contributors

• Competencies for learning
• Competencies for citizenship
• Competencies for relating to people
• Competencies for managing people

Early Years Foundation Stage; 
Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 
• ELG 06 Self-confidence and self-

awareness
• ELG 07 Managing feelings and 

behaviour  
• ELG 08 Making relationships  
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Pilar Paella

This character resembles her dish 
paella. She’s full of rice, vegetables, 
chicken and fish and is a little mixed 
up. 
Pilar is always forgetting things and 
has to be reminded. She gets words 
and phrases mixed up and is not able 
to remember certain words, which 
encourages the children to fill in the 
gaps in the songs and rhymes.
She plays games to help her mixed up 
brain. 

She promotes:
English

• Successful learners 
• Confident learners
• Responsive citizens
• Effective contributors

• Competencies for learning
• Competencies for citizenship
• Competencies for relating to people
• Competencies for managing people

Early Years Foundation Stage; 
Communication and Language 
• ELG 1 Listening and attention   
• ELG 2 Understanding
• ELG 3 Speaking 
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Señorita Sangría

She is a very fruity character, her 
head is the shape of a glass of Sangría 
too. 
The Señorita is a flamenco dancer, so 
movement is all important. She loves 
to sing and encourages children to do 
the same. 
When working in Restaurant Sesame 
she organises the music. 

She promotes: 
Music

• Successful learners 

• Competencies for learning
• Competencies for citizenship
• Competencies for relating to people
• Competencies for managing people

Early Years Foundation Stage; 
Communication and Language
• ELG 1 Listening and attention
• ELG 2 Understanding
• ELG 3 Speaking 
Expressive Arts and Design
• ELG 16 Exploring and using media 

and materials
• ELG 17 Being imaginative
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Tortilla Twins

They are fun characters who are 
slices of Spanish tortilla. 
The Tortilla Twins learn by 
repetition. As one character says a 
new word in Spanish, the other twin 
translates it back to English. 
They are in charge of the alphabet 
(beginning of each book) and 
translation time at the end of the 
Tapas Travels stories.

They promote: 
English

• Successful learners
• Confident learners
• Responsive citizens
• Effective contributors

• Competencies for learning
• Competencies for citizenship
• Competencies for relating to people
• Competencies for managing people

Early Years Foundation Stage; 
Communication and Language 
• ELG 1 Listening and attention
• ELG 2 Understanding
• ELG 3 Speaking 
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The Structure of Tapas Travels 
The world of Tapas Travels offers a unique environment for introducing the 
Spanish language and culture to young learners.
Tapas Travels consists of three sections, each with seven stories and seven 
corresponding songs.

The stories and songs
Children of all ages respond to rhyming text. We have written each of the 21 
stories in Tapas Travels in rhyming text so that they can be read and re-
read over and over again. 
They are also recorded on audio so that teachers, parents and children have a 
clear guide to pronunciation and the rhythm of the language. 
Songs bring the stories and language to life, reinforcing the vocabulary.

Tapas Travels - Section 1: The Characters
Section 1 introduces each of the Tapas Travels characters and tells the story 
of how each one of them comes to work at Restaurant Sesame.
Each character is from a different part of Spain and does a different job, but 
all share a passion for food and cooking. In the first section we meet the seven 
Spanish characters and start to learn about the different places they come from 
in Spain.
Section 1 provides a number of opportunities to explore, create and to extend 
learning:
–  research different festivals that take place in each of the different regions 

that the characters come from. A list of Spanish festivals appears at the end 
of this guide.

– set up a class Travel Agency to help the character to organise their 
journeys.

–  make simple puppets of the characters or use dressing up clothes for role-
play so children experience each of the characters first hand and start to 
use Spanish in roles.
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Synopsis of each story
1 Café Conchita Leche is from Toledo just 
outside Madrid. She is very passionate about 
stories and travel. She collects recipes and brings 
them to Restaurant Sesame.

Jacqueline Morton

Section 1: España

Book 1

Café Conchita Leche

2 Carlos Chorizo works as a mountain guide 
enjoying the outdoor life in the north of Spain 
(the Picos). Admired for his speedy, healthy 
cooking, he decides to leave the Picos and work 
as a cook in Restaurant Sesame. 

3 Hugo Helado works in one of the art 
galleries in vibrant Barcelona. After a fire in the 
gallery he has to think of another career and 
becomes the very creative postre chef making 
the most amazing desserts in Restaurant 
Sesame. 

Jacqueline Morton

Section 1: España

Book 2

Carlos Chorizo

Jacqueline Morton

Section 1: España

Book 3

Hugo Helado

4 Jorge Jamón is a famous bullfighter from 
Pamplona. After a dream, he doesn’t want to 
fight bulls anymore. He seeks a new career and 
goes to work in Restaurant Sesame. 

Jacqueline Morton

Section 1: España

Book 4

Jorge Jamón

5 Pilar Paella lives and works in Valencia 
making traditional paella at the beach. 
Although she loves what she does, she is very 
lonely. She travels to Restaurant Sesame to 
work as part of a team, using her lovely cooking 
skills.

Jacqueline Morton

Section 1: España

Book 5

Pilar Paella
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6 Señorita Sangría is a famous flamenco 
dancer from Seville. After injuring her foot in 
an accident, she has to think of a new career. 
She makes her way to Restaurant Sesame to 
work and shares her passion of Andalucian 
food and music in the restaurant.

Jacqueline Morton

Section 1: España

Book 6

Señorita Sangría

7 Tortilla Twins are tired with tradition and 
want a change from their life Madrid. They 
want to be more creative so head for Valencia 
and Restaurant Sesame.

Jacqueline Morton

Section 1: España

Book 7

Tortilla Twins
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Tapas Travels - Section 2: The Setting
The second section is set in Valencia. Each of the characters travels here on 
their journey for work and finds Restaurant Sesame.
The Restaurant ‘Sesame’, owned by Valerie, is the base for the learning which 
allows for the exploration of vocabulary and phrases around healthy food, cooking, 
recipes, going to the market for healthy products and running the restaurant.
In this section, we see the restaurant start to evolve as a learning restaurant, 
taking on book nights/special food nights There are opportunities for children 
to use their Spanish vocabulary and phrases in role play by the setting up of a 
class Spanish market and restaurant.  

Synopsis of the stories
1 Noche de los Libros Café Conchita 
Leche creates a book night in the restaurant 
to encourage people to share her passion for 
books.

Jacqueline Morton

Section 2:  
Restaurante Sesame

Book 1

Noche de los Libros

2 Día del Zumo The Tortilla Twins make 
juices using many different fruits and 
vegetables, to make people more aware of what 
they are putting in their bodies.

Jacqueline Morton

Section 2:  
Restaurante Sesame

Book 2

Día del Zumo

3 Pintando el Restaurante Hugo Helado 
creates a design for the restaurant. He enters a 
special competition for most artistic restaurant 
in El Carmen (an important area in Valencia 
city centre).

Jacqueline Morton

Section 2:  
Restaurante Sesame

Book 3

Pintando el restaurante

4 Noche Orgánica en Sesame Jorge Jamón 
is in charge of creating a special night for 
organic food at Restaurant Sesame. 

Jacqueline Morton

Section 2:  
Restaurante Sesame

Book 4

Noche Orgánica en Sesame
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7 El Concierto Señorita Sangría creates a 
concert in the restaurant showcasing music and 
dance in Spain.

Jacqueline Morton

Section 2:  
Restaurante Sesame

Book 6

El Concierto

6 El Mercado Going to the mercado with 
Carlos Chorizo as he sets out to exceptional 
food for the birthday of a special customer, 
racing against the clock to get back in time.

Jacqueline Morton

Section 2:  
Restaurante Sesame

Book 6

El Mercado

5 La Tarta de las Fallas Pilar Paella gets 
excited about the famous Fallas, a festival held 
in March with fireworks and giant animated 
figures. A special Fallas cake is on the menu 
even if the ingredients are a little mixed up.

Jacqueline Morton

Section 2:  
Restaurante Sesame

Book 5

La Tarta de las Fallas



20 Tapas Travels © LCP 2016. 
Copies may be made within the purchasing institution only. Not for resale.

The Tapas Travels Guide Book For Parents and Teachers

Tapas Travels - Section 3  
The Customers 
The third section looks at the different people who come to the restaurant 
to dine. We explore where they come from and what they do. This section 
also generates opportunities to celebrate the cuisine from countries such as 
Mexico, Argentina, Honduras and Peru in your class restaurant.
After coming to the restaurant for a meal there is an opportunity to look at 
the wider world through the diverse lives and backgrounds of the customers. 
This helps to create an awareness of social issues and contributions  such as 
charity and voluntary work.

Synopsis of the stories
1 Cocinando con los Niños Valerie starts 
cooking classes in the restaurant to help 
children learn about healthy eating and also 
learn English along the way.

Jacqueline Morton

Section 3:
El Mundo Hispano

Book 1

Cocinando con los Niños

2 El Director The Director from Mexico is a 
regular customer in Sesame and is inspired by 
what he sees. He decides that a movie has to be 
made of everything that is taking place in the 
restaurant.

Jacqueline Morton

Section 3:
El Mundo Hispano

Book 2

El Director

3 José Timo Valerie starts the ‘Spiritual 
Kitchen’ which helps feed the homeless one 
night a week inspired by her homeless friend 
José Timo. Other restaurants follow suit.

Jacqueline Morton

Section 3:
El Mundo Hispano

Book 3

José Timo

4 El Futbalista Famoso A famous 
Argentinian footballer visits the restaurant. Not 
only does he love all the healthy, tasty dishes 
but he wants to publicise the restaurant and 
support all the charity work it’s doing with the 
‘Spiritual Kitchen’.

Jacqueline Morton

Section 3:
El Mundo Hispano

Book 4

El Futbolista Famoso
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5 El Granjero We learn more about the 
importance of eating locally as the farmer who 
regularly visits Sesame shares his knowledge.

Jacqueline Morton

Section 3:
El Mundo Hispano

Book 5

El Granjero

6 Los Músicos de Gira The travelling 
musicians from Ecuador have arrived in 
Sesame. They are putting together a recipe 
book to help raise money for poor families 
and are so happy when Valerie and the Tapas 
Travels help them along the way.

Jacqueline Morton

Section 3:
El Mundo Hispano

Book 6

Los Músicos de Gira 

7 El Médico We learn more about the 
importance of eating well when the homeopathic 
doctor from Peru helps a young boy and, through 
changes in his diet, starts to concentrate better 
and get back to school.

Jacqueline Morton

Section 3:
El Mundo Hispano

Book 7

El Médico
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Cross-curricular Activities 
Tapas Travels offers a wealth of cross-curricular activities and learning 
experiences.
To help your planning, we have listed suggested activities for each section, 
cross referenced to the four sets of Curriculum Guidelines:
• The National Curriculum Guidelines for KS1 and KS2
•  The Curriculum for Excellence (Scotland)
• The Open Minds Curriculum (RSA)
• The Early Learning Goals, EYFS
Many of these activities and learning experiences can be set up both at home 
and in the classroom, creating opportunities for children to revisit and 
reinforce their learning.
This also provides a great bridge for their Spanish learning and exchange 
between adults in the home and school.



23Tapas Travels:© LCP 2016. 
Copies may be made within the purchasing institution only. Not for resale.

The Tapas Travels Guide Book For Parents and Teachers

Section 1 Tapas Travels characters 

Suggested activities
Set up a class and home Travel Agency for Spanish travel.
The Spanish map (see page 38) in every book and Spanish brochures will be 
helpful for this activity.

KS1 and KS2 Aims of Modern 
Foreign Languages:
1  understand and respond to 

spoken and written language from 
a variety of authentic sources

2  speak with increasing confidence, 
fluency and spontaneity, finding 
ways of communicating what they 
want to say, including through 
discussion and asking questions, 
and continually improving the 
accuracy of their pronunciation and 
intonation 

Successful learners
Competencies for learning
Competencies for relating to people
Communication and language
ELG 01 Listening and attention
ELG 02 Understanding
ELG 03 Speaking

Opportunities to listen to each of the 
seven Tapas Travels stories and 
songs, listen to the Spanish alphabet 
and new Spanish vocabulary in stories 
reinforced through Translation Time 
with the Tortilla Twins.
Play with the new Spanish words in 
each story and song. 
Play context clue, find the missing 
word to help Pilar Paella.
Create an action and dance moves for 
Spanish vocabulary in the songs with 
Carlos Chorizo.
Talk about each of the characters, 
create profiles, puppets and passports 
for each of the characters.
Role play the characters through 
dressing up and their adventures in 
the different regions in Spain.
Play out scenarios in sand, water, 
‘small world’ with puppets of the 
characters made in class. 
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Physical Education
Confident learners
Competencies for learning
Physical development EYFS
ELG 04 Moving and handling  
ELG05 Health and self-care  

Consider physical movements of each 
of the characters, how would each 
character move? For example, speedy 
Carlos Chorizo, dancing Señorita 
Sangría, spinning Café Conchita 
Leche,
Create a circuit with gym apparatus 
so children take on roles of each 
character and set out on a journey 
from their home town to restaurant 
Sesame. 
Create physical actions and dance 
moves for each of the songs with 
Carlos Chorizo!
Considering the importance of health 
and diet, the healthy food they eat 
and could cook in the restaurant with 
Jorge Jamón.
Create and make some healthy 
Spanish Tapas dishes.
Consider health and safety linked 
to the stories: Señorita Sangría’s 
broken ankle, Carlos Chorizo 
mountain climbing, Jorge Jamón 
bullfighting.
Create safety posters linked to the 
events in the stories.
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Citizenship
Successful learners
Confident learners
Competencies for learning
Competencies for citizenship
Competencies for relating to people
Competencies for managing people
Personal, social and emotional 
development EYFS
ELG 06 Self-confidence and self-
awareness  
ELG 07 Managing feelings and 
behaviour
ELG 08 Making relationships

Conduct circle times to consider 
feelings, for example: when Señorita 
Sangría broke her ankle, Jorge left 
the bullring, Hugo left the burnt 
gallery. Consider pain and loss.
Consider how the characters faced 
adversity.
Consider how to manage feelings and 
behaviours in these situations.
Opportunities to make relationships 
in play-based learning linked to the 
stories. 
Consider and experience the 
importance of working together as 
a team, just as the characters did 
working in the restaurant.

KS1 and KS2 Aims of Modern 
Foreign Languages:
3  can write at varying length, for 

different purposes and audiences, 
using the variety  
of grammatical structures that 
they have learnt. 

4  discover and develop an 
appreciation of a range of writing 
in the language studied. 

Successful learners
Effective contributors
Competencies for learning
Literacy EYFS 
ELG 09 Reading
ELG 10 Writing

Considering the Spanish alphabet, 
word play making Spanish words with 
magnetic letters.
Writing Spanish words and phrases 
with grammatical structure on wipe 
boards.
Creating menus and posters for 
the Sesame restaurant, posters for 
Sangría’s flamenco show, maps for 
Carlos’ hikes in the Picos, Hugo 
Helado’s art exhibition, Conchita’s 
journey through Spain etc.
Write recipes for tasty Spanish dishes. 
Create a Travel Agency in the class so 
children can book travel to Valencia 
and other places in Spain, make 
reservations, tickets, signs. 
Create signs for the restaurant.
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Mathematics
Successful learners
Competencies for learning
Competenicies for managing 
information
Mathematics EYFS 
ELG 11 Numbers
ELG 12 Shapes, space and measures

Taking bookings in the Travel Agency, 
pricing items on the menu.
Writing prices and considering the 
numbers in Spanish.
Baking and cooking for the menu, 
providing real opportunities for 
numbers and measures.
Consider the shape and space of 
the restaurant, constructing model 
restaurants using wood, lego, and junk 
materials.

Geography, History, Design and 
Technology and Computing
Successful learners
Responsive citizens
Competencies for learning
Understanding the world EYFS 
ELG 13 People and communities  
ELG 14 The world
ELG 15 Technology

Considering the different parts of 
Spain that each of the characters come 
from. 
Looking at each one in turn, 
researching using iPad. Consider the 
diversity of Spain and the people from 
different regions.
Consider dress, music, food festivals 
and landmarks of each of the areas 
using interactive board and iPad to do 
research. 
Do a research project on Spain, display 
in the Travel Agency. 
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Art and Design and Music
Successful learners
Effective contributors
Competencies for learning
Competencies for relating to people
Competencies for managing people
Expressive arts and design EYFS 
ELG 16 Exploring and using media 
and materials 
ELG 17 Being imaginative

Creating and conveying the vibrancy 
of the characters through painting, 
printing, collage.
Creation of the Travel Agency in the 
class, design, furnishings, fabric etc.
Using the role play situation of the 
Travel Agency, take on the role of the 
characters as they are set to travel.
Creation of a stage in the class for 
singing and dancing, considering the 
unique style of music of the characters 
and explore different regional music 
in Spain. For example, Flamenco in 
the south, Galician Pipe music in the 
north, Classical Spanish guitar music, 
Aragonese Jotas etc.
Make models of the characters using 
clay and modelling materials.
Make puppets of the characters using 
art materials and fabric.
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Section 2 Restaurant Sesame

Suggested activities
Set up a Spanish restaurant and Spanish mercado in class and at home!
The Spanish map of Valencia (see page 39) which is in every book and also in 
the restaurant will help to establish places that the Tapas Travels characters 
visit.

KS1 and KS2 Aims of Modern 
Foreign Languages:
1  understand and respond to 

spoken and written language from 
a variety of authentic sources

2  speak with increasing confidence, 
fluency and spontaneity, finding 
ways of communicating what they 
want to say, including through 
discussion and asking questions, 
and continually improving the 
accuracy of their pronunciation 
and intonation.

Successful learners
Competencies for learning
Competencies for relating to people
Communication and language EYFS
ELG 01 Listening and attention
ELG 02 Understanding
ELG 03 Speaking

Opportunities to listen to each of the 
seven Tapas Travels stories and 
songs, listen to the Spanish alphabet 
and new Spanish vocabulary in stories 
reinforced through Translation Time 
with the Tortilla Twins.
Play about with the new Spanish 
words in each story and song. 
Play context clue, find the missing 
word with Pilar Paella.
Create an action and dance moves for 
Spanish vocabulary in the songs with 
Carlos Chorizo.
Talk about the restaurant and the 
special events. Create posters in 
groups to advertise these for example, 
the Organic Food Night, the Book 
Night, the Decoration Competition 
that all take place in the restaurant.
Role play the characters through 
dressing up and acting out their 
adventures in restaurant Sesame and 
mercado within the class. 
Play out scenarios in sand, water, 
‘small world’ with puppets of the 
characters made in class. 
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Physical Education
Confident learners
Competencies for learning
Physical development EYFS 
ELG 04 Moving and handling
ELG 05 Health and self-care

Opportunities for team games 
(physically) which help children 
understand the benefits of working 
together as a team like the Tapas 
Travels crew.
A more in depth look at healthy food 
and its properties. Make zumos and 
smoothies with fruits and vegetables 
along with the song.
Consider why organic food is so good 
for you and  the effects of pesticides on 
food.
Setting up of the class mercado along 
with the restaurant gives children 
an opportunity to consider the 
importance of fresh food grown locally.

Citizenship
Successful learners
Confident learners
Competencies for learning
Competencies for citizenship
Competencies for relating to people
Competencies for managing people
Personal, social and emotional 
development EYFS 
ELG 06 Self-confidence and self-
awareness
ELG 07 Managing feelings and 
behaviour  
ELG 08 Making relationships

Circle times exploring themes arising 
in the stories: self-care and caring 
for others, working together, valuing 
others, considering development of 
relationships as the Tapas Travels 
crew work together on different 
projects within the restaurant.
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KS1 and KS2 Aims of Modern 
Foreign Languages:
3  can write at varying length, for 

different purposes and audiences, 
using the variety of grammatical 
structures that they have learnt 

4  discover and develop an 
appreciation of a range of writing 
in the language studied. 

Successful learners
Effective contributors
Competencies for learning
Literacy EYFS 
ELG 09 Reading
ELG 10 Writing

Considering the Spanish alphabet, 
word play, making Spanish words with 
magnetic letters.
Writing Spanish words and phrases with 
grammatical structure on wipe boards.
Creating menus, posters for the 
mercado and Restaurant Sesame 
within the class.
Labelling fruit, vegetables and other 
food at the market.
Posters for Café Conchita Leche’s 
book night, Hugo Helado’s art 
exhibition.
Write recipes for tasty Spanish dishes 
for Restaurant Sesame. 
Create signs for the restaurant and the 
mercado. 
Order forms for food for the restaurant.
Create menus for special events, 
concerts, organic food night etc.

Mathematics
Successful learners
Competencies for learning
Competenicies for managing 
information
Mathematics EYFS
ELG 11 Numbers
ELG 12 Shapes, space and measures

Role play on the market stall counting 
fruit and vegetables. 
Shopping lists: how many of each is 
required for the recipes, settings in the 
restaurant, number of people coming 
to the restaurant, amount of cutlery, 
plates required.
Organising the restaurant, different 
shaped tables etc.
Writing prices and considering the 
numbers in Spanish.
Baking and cooking for the menu, 
providing real opportunities for 
numbers and measures.
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Geography, History, Design and 
Technology and Computing
Successful learners
Responsive citizens
Competencies for learning
Understanding the world EYFS
ELG 13 People and communities
ELG 14 The world
ELG 15 Technology

Consider the local community, the 
farmer, the people working in the 
market. Where produce comes from 
around the world.
Technological kitchen appliances, 
technology in the restaurant. 
Consider the effects of computer 
technology such as iPads and Kindles 
on social interaction and the pleasure 
of coming together and sharing a love 
of books.

Art and Design and Music
Successful learners
Effective contributors
Competencies for learning
Competencies for relating to people
Competencies for managing people
Expressive Arts and Design
ELG 16 Exploring and using media 
and materials 
ELG 17 Being imaginative

Creating and conveying the vibrancy 
of the restaurant through painting, 
printing, collage, considering the 
vibrancy of the restaurant, colours, 
fabrics, materials, pictures and 
artefacts. 
Creation of the restaurant in the class 
design, furnishings, fabric etc.
Creation of a stage in the class for 
singing and dancing. Consider the 
unique style of music of the characters 
and explore different regional music 
in Spain, for example, Flamenco in 
the south, Galician Pipe music in the 
north, classical Spanish guitar music, 
Aragonese Jotas.
Make models of the characters in 
the restaurant. Make puppets of the 
characters in the restaurant.
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Section 3 ‘The Customers’ 

Suggested activities
Continue with the setting up of a class/home Spanish restaurant. Develop in 
line with the different stories, for example, Noche de los Libros, José Timo, 
Noche Orgánica en Sesame, Cocinando con los Niños. 
Incorporate pictures of the places where each of the customers come from in 
South America, namely, Argentina, Ecuador, Mexico, Honduras and Peru.
Maps of South America (see page 40) and the world will be of help here to 
establish place of origin for the customers and the origin of a lot of the dishes 
and alternative therapies.

KS1 and KS2 Aims of Modern 
Foreign Languages:
1  understand and respond to 

spoken and written language from 
a variety of authentic sources

2  speak with increasing confidence, 
fluency and spontaneity, finding 
ways of communicating what they 
want to say, including through 
discussion and asking questions, 
and continually improving the 
accuracy of their pronunciation 
and intonation 

Successful learners
Competencies for learning
Competencies for relating to people
Communication and language EYFS 
ELG 01 Listening and attention
ELG 02 Understanding
ELG 03 Speaking

Opportunities to listen to each of the 
seven Tapas Travels stories and 
songs, listen to the Spanish alphabet 
and new Spanish vocabulary in stories 
reinforced through Translation Time 
with the Tortilla Twins.
Play with the new Spanish words in 
each story and song. 
Play context clue, find the missing 
word with Pilar Paella.
Create an action and dance moves for 
Spanish vocabulary in the songs with 
Carlos Chorizo.
Role play the characters and the 
different customers through dressing 
up and their adventures in Restaurant 
Sesame within the class.
Play out scenarios in sand, water, 
‘small world’ with puppets of the 
characters and customers made in 
class. 
Consider and explore some of the 
differences in Castellano and South 
American Spanish.
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Physical Education
Confident learners 
Competencies for learning
Physical development EYFS 
ELG 04 Moving and handling
ELG 05 Health and self-care

Spanish vocabulary in stories 
reinforced through Translation Time 
with the Tortilla Twins. Consider 
personal fitness programmes inspired 
by a futbolista. Play football and other 
team games. Consider its popularity in 
Spain.
Consider and try out more gentle 
exercises such as yoga and Tai chi 
inspired by the story El Médico.
Consider cooking and eating healthily 
and how it impacts on our well-being. 
Consider alternative medicine and 
health related to this in the stories El 
Médico and El Granjero. Explore this 
theme.

Citizenship
Successful learners
Confident learners
Effective contributors
Competenicies for citizenship 
Competencies for learning
Competencies for relating to people
Competencies for managing people
Personal, social and emotional 
development EYFS 
ELG 06 Self-confidence and self-
awareness  
ELG 07 Managing feelings and 
behaviour  
ELG 08 Making relationships

Caring for others. 
The creation of own ‘Spiritual Kitchen’ 
in your school inspired by the story 
José Timo. Consideration of the 
homeless, of possible charities that 
your school could contribute to and 
raise money for. 
The making of the school’s own 
healthy Tapas recipe book that could 
be sold and the proceeds could be 
donated to a charity. 
Being aware of those less fortunate 
than themselves.
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KS1 and KS2 Aims of Modern 
Foreign Languages
3  can write at varying length, for 

different purposes and audiences, 
using the variety of grammatical 
structures that they have learnt 

4  discover and develop an 
appreciation of a range of writing 
in the language studied. 

Successful learners
Effective contributors
Competencies for learning
Literacy EYFS 
Literacy EYFS 
ELG 09 Reading
ELG 10 Writing

Creating menus and posters for the 
‘Spiritual Kitchen’ within the class.
Healthy shopping lists for organic food 
nights.
Posters for all special events in the 
restaurant, (e.g. the Spritual Kitchen, 
the book night, the cooking school, 
travelling musician night).
Menus for all these special events.
Make a recipe book for fundraising.

Mathematics
Successful learners
Competencies for managing 
information
Competencies for learning
Mathematics EYFS 
ELG 11 Numbers
ELG 12 Shapes, space and measures

Continuing to consider numbers from 
real situations: shopping lists for 
the farmer, using numbers to make 
reservations for the special events, 
seating numbers in the restaurant.
Considering shape, space and 
measures from real cooking and 
baking experiences. 
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Geography, History, Design and 
Technology and Computing
Successful learners
Responsive citizens
Competencies for learning
Understanding the world EYFS 
ELG 13 People and communities 
ELG 14 The world
ELG 15 Technology

Starting to look at the wider world of 
South America where customers are 
coming from Argentina, Ecuador, 
Mexico, Honduras and Peru. Study 
the history and geography of these 
countries.
Consider the doctor who gets his 
remedies from all over the the world.
The director who has been filming 
different projects from all over the world.
Cookery school which uses recipes 
from different continents.
Technology that is linked to the lives of 
all of these people, (e.g. the farmer, the 
director, the doctor).

Art and Design and Music
Successful learners
Effective contributors
Competencies for learning
Competencies for relating to people
Competencies for managing people
Expressive arts and design EYFS 
ELG 16 Exploring and using media 
and materials  
ELG 17 Being imaginative

Further considering art and music from 
South America and the wider world.
Creating and conveying the vibrancy 
of the restaurant as it becomes more 
decorative through painting, printing, 
collage, colours, fabrics, furnishings, 
materials, pictures and artefacts from 
around the world.  
Creation of a (more elaborate) stage in 
the class for singing songs considering 
the different ‘World’ music for the 
various events in the restaurant.
Consider paintings, different techniques 
from South America and the world.
Being imaginative as the children not 
only take on these roles as customers 
in the restaurant but also other roles, 
customers that could possibly come in 
from all over the world.
Be the director and make your own Tapas 
Travels movies inspired by the story.
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Using Tapas Travels with Key Stage 2
Tapas Travel can and has been used with children at key stage 2.
We have already piloted Tapas Travels with key stage 2 children and 
they have responded very well to the colourful world of the Tapas Travels 
Restaurant.
The National Framework for Languages at key stage 2 states that language 
learning should “provide an opening to other cultures, foster pupils’ curiosity 
and deepen their understanding of the world”.
The full guidelines are available here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
data/file/239042/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Languages.pdf
Tapas Travels provides opportunities for pupils to understand and 
communicate ideas, facts and feelings in speech and writing. It focuses 
on familiar and routine matters, using their knowledge of phonology, 
grammatical structures and vocabulary. 
The focus of study at this stage in modern languages, however, is much 
more on practical communication. Children should be given the opportunity 
to have simple oral exchanges, which all role play situations within Tapas 
Travels could initiate.
As Spanish is the focus at key stage two, opportunities should be made 
for there to be a linguistic foundation for reading, comprehension and an 
appreciation of classical civilization. Incorporating “subjects for research” in 
the Tapas Travels Tapas Travels books allows for this.
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Festivals

September
Barcelona (Hugo Helado) city 
celebrates the Festes de la Merce, 
a huge fiesta with processions, 
fireworks and dance performances.
Valencia There is a Fiesta del 
Arroz (Pilar Paella) which is 
basically a paella festival.

October
Zaragoza (Pilar Paella) When 
the Pilar Festival celebrates the 
appearance of the Virgin Mary to St 
James. 
The Hispanidad, (all the Tapas 
Travels) a nationwide fiesta 
commemorating Columbus’s landing 
in the Americas.

November
All Saints Day (All the Tapas 
Travels) (Todos Los Santos) when 
Spanish people from all over the 
country return to their birthplaces to 
remember their deceased relatives.

December
Christmas in Spain is a family 
affair. Noche Buena (Christmas 
Eve) is a very quiet night when all 
families get together for dinner.
Noche Vieja (New Years Eve) is 
as raucous in Madrid as in other 
major European cities. (All the Tapas 
Travels.)

January
Festividad de San Sebastian is 
the celebration of Lord Wellington’s 
capture of the city of San Sebastian 
from French troops in 1812. (Carlos 
Chorizo nearby.)

February
Seville Tapas Fair (Señorita 
Sangría) is a chance to savour a feast 
of Spanish snacks in the world capital 
of tapas. 
Barcelona (Hugo Helado) and 
Sitges celebrate Carnaval with 
huge celebrations involving fancy 
dress costumes and dance.   

March
Festival de Jerez is a flamenco 
festival (Señorita Sangría) with some 
of Spain’s top performers. 
Valencia (Pilar Paella) (all the 
Tapas Travels) it’s the Fallas de San 
José where there are huge street 
parties with incredible fireworks 
every night and the burning of the 
fallas (papier-maché effigies of 
famous people) on the last day.

April
Holy Week (Semana Santa) 
which is important nationwide but 
is especially renowned in Seville, 
Córdoba, Granada and Málaga. 
The celebration of Holy Week is the 
highlight of the year in Andalucia, 
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with teams of parish members 
carrying enormous religious floats.
(Señorita Sangría above all.)
Seville April Fair (Señorita 
Sangría) (La Feria de Abril). It’s 
also the Romería de Andújar in 
Andalucia, a mass pilgrimage to a 
shrine of the Virgin.

May
Feria del Caballo, Jerez’s Horse 
Fair (Señorita Sangría) is this month.
Up in Madrid it’s the world’s largest 
bullfighting festival plus there’s 
plenty of cultural events and parties 
as Madrileños celebrate San Isidro 
(Tortilla Twins), the Patron Saint of 
the capital. 
Corpus Christi is celebrated all 
over Spain but it is Toledo (Café 
Conchita Leche) where it is most 
impressive.

June
Granada It’s the International 
Festival of Music and Dance (All 
the Tapas Travels).
Barcelona Summer Festival – El 
Grec and at the end of the month the 
annual Sonar Festival, which also 
takes place in Barcelona, attracting 
huge crowds to this premier 
electronic music and digital arts 
event. (Hugo Helado and all Tapas 
Travels.)

July 
In Pamplona it’s San Fermín 
(Jorge Jamón), the famous running 
of the bulls which always begins on 
7th for a week.
Benicassim Festival on the 
coast of Valencia (Pilar Paella, 
All the Tapas Travels) is one 
of the highlights of the annual 
rock music calendar, whilst San 
Sebastian attracts some of the top 
jazz performers to its annual San 
Sebastian Jazz Festival. 
Trujillo International Music 
Festival in Extremadura attracts 
some of the world’s greatest classical 
musicians (Señorita Sangría).
Feast of Saint James when 
thousands of pilgrims who have 
walked the Camino de Santiago 
congregate in Santiago de 
Compostela where the Saint’s tomb 
lies in the Cathedral. (Carlos Chorizo 
celebrates this as he walks from the 
Picos.)

August
La Tomatina Tomato Festival in 
Buñol near Valencia which is the 
world’s biggest tomato fight (Pilar 
Paella).
Semana Grande (Carlos Chorizo) 
in Bilbao is a celebration of the 
Basque culture and is northern 
Spain’s biggest annual festival. 
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